MCKEE 

U.S. National Phase of PCT/GB2003/002631 

REMARKS 

The above amendments are made to insert a cross reference to the PCT 
application upon which the instant U.S. national phase is based, to add an Abstract of 
the Disclosure and to eliminate multiple dependencies in the claims. 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A distributed computing network is disclosed, the membership of which is 
determined in accordance with policy data stored at existing member nodes. A node 
wishing to join the distributed computing network sends profile data indicating the 
resources it has available for shared computation to a member node. The member node 
compares the resources with the requirement indicated in the priority data. If the 
comparison indicates that the applicant node should join, then data indicating the 
topology of the distributed computing network is updated at the member node and 
created at the applicant node. This allows for the creation of a distributed computing 
network whose topology is well-suited to a given task, provided the policy properly 
reflects the requirements of that task. 
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